





the members of the military court what they could (or should) receive as evidence.* To Sean
MacBride, a distinguished lawyer although admittedly actually involved in the case (and hence
hardly free from bias), the Government action was, as recently as 1986, still felt to be
indefensible.

However, even before the trial began at all, it had taken on political undertones which saw
several much more conservative politicians than MacBride express concern over the
Government Orders. On January 6, 1942, the Labour Party instructed its Dail Deputies,
William Norton (later Tanaiste in a coalition Government), William Davin and Dr. Joseph
Hannigan, to table a motion for the annulment of Order No. 139, that relating to evidence .49

On 28 January the Dail met specially to discuss the motion, and prominent members of Fine
Gael as well as the anglo-phile James Dillon (a future Minister) joined with Labour in strong
criticism of the Government action. These included Professor Patrick McGilligan (a past and
future Minister) and John M. O’Sullivan, who had been in the Cosgrave Government of the
1920s. However, the motion for annulment was lost 71 votes to 20.

On 4 February a similar motion in the Seanad was defeated by 35 votes to 8. Amongst the 35
Senators on the Government benches was none other than Senator Sean Hayes, about
whose youthful nationalist activities in 1916 the teenage George Plant had been questioned
and ill-treated in Killenaule RIC barracks!

To this day former associates and friends of Plant insist that the Government singled him out
for special treatment. In support of this view are the facts that O’Connor got off on a
technicality, and that Davern and Walsh had their sentences commuted. On the other hand, it
was Plant, after all, who actually pulled the trigger that ended Devereux’s life. Moreover, as
already indicated, considerable doubt persists about whether Devereux had informed on the
IRA.

The role played by the late Senator William Quirke of Clonmel has never been satisfactorily
explained. He and Plant had been comrades in the IRA up to 1923, and had later spent some
time together in the United States.5! By the 1940s Quirke had risen to a position of
prominence in the Fianna Fail organisation, and was widely believed to have great influence
with Eamonn de Valera.

Both during the trial and after it ended, Sean MacBride was in touch with Quirke, with a view
to obtaining clemency for the three convicted men. Moreover, MacBride had been given to
understand by Quirke that his efforts were making progress, to say the least.52 Yet the
Cabinet file provides little evidence that Quirke had interceded for Plant, apart from a brief
letter enclosing submissions Quirke had received and recommending sympathetic consider-
ation by the Government. When told of this in 1986, Mr. MacBride expressed considerable
surprise.53 It is, perhaps, significant that the Cabinet papers reveal that it “was not intended
originally that Walsh and Davern should be put on trial on a capital charge, as it was felt that
they had not participated in the murder conspiracy to the same degree as Plant and
O’Connor” 54 Yet this extraordinary attitude produced the bizarre result that, although the
Government felt that the involvement of this pair did not merit their standing trial for murder, it
later charged them (and had them tried and convicted for murder) when (or because?) both
refused to inform on Plant and O’Connor.

Finally, the insensitive treatment of Plant’s family — his mother was still alive — by the
authorities aroused considerable bitterness. They got no opportunity to visit him in the short

* This Order, entitled the Emergency Powers (No. 139) Order, 1941, is No. 578 of the
Statutory Rules and Orders of 1941, and its full text may be found at pp. 2893-2895, Vol. 20ii,
S.R&O., 1941. Editorial Note.
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week between his conviction and his execution. A request by Plant to see his infant son
George was agreed to, on condition that a screen separate them. Since he understandably
wished to hold his child in his arms for the last time, Plant refused. Plant’s widow (who later
settled and re-married in New York) and his son reside today in Bantry, County Cork, and his
daughter resides in the United States.

Thg first news Plant’s family heard of his death in 1942 was on the radio. An official telegram
arrived on the morning he faced the firing squad — but after his death.

A Note on Sources, Etc.

This article is a revised version of history coursework submitted in part-fulfillment of the
regulations for the grant of a B.Ed. degree by the Mary Immaculate College of Education,
Limerick, in 1986.

The sources used were of five principal types: contemporary newspaper reports; oral
evidence; Cabinet files and minutes relating to the subject; papers held by the Plant family; and
published works.

The newspapers reports consulted were mainly those of the Irish Times, containing accounts
of happenings such as the discovery of Devereux’s body and the subsequent court hearings.

Oral accounts of aspects of the case were taped from members of the Plant family, from
comrades of Plant in the early IRA days, and from local people in his native neighbourhood and
in the parish of Grangemockler. Of particular value were the accounts given by Plant’s sister
Elizabeth, and by Patrick Davern, the only survivor of those convicted for the murder of
Devereux. It was also of value to speak to the late Mr. Sean MacBride, who was Senior
Counsel for the defence.

In evaluating the information which the oral evidence collected, an effort was made to aliow for
possible bias inherent in the individual accounts concerned.

The papers on the case held by Miss Elizabeth Plant provided factual information about
George’s life, from his involvement with the IRA in the early 1920s to the time of his death.
They also provided “leads” from which other information could be gleaned.

In addition to the five main types of sources, many cuttings and notes were made available by
people with an interest in the case. The most valuable of these was a 17-page account of the
whole affair written at the time by Fr. Peter Dower, a curate in Grangemockler. This
document, now in the archives of the Waterford and Lismore Diocese, gave a coherent
account of events in that parish and also yielded facts that had been concealed by other
sources.

The writer wishes to record his sincere appreciation to his Research Supervisor, Dr. Maura
Murphy, and to the following: The Plant family (including George Plant, jun., Bantry), Patrick
Davern (Dublin), Patrick Duggan (Drangan), Mrs. Mary Healey (Fethard), Larry Holohan
(Grangemockler, deceased), Patrick Kennedy (Clonmel), Donncha Lehane (Dublin), James
Meagher (Grangemockler), Fr. Sean Melody (Waterford), Sean MacBride, S.C. (Dublin,
deceased), John Reddy (Drangan), Richard Tobin (Glenbower), Kevin Wilson (Drangan),
Enda O’Riordan (Clonmel), to the writer’s sister Helen, who typed the work and to the editor
of the Tipperary Historical Journal (Mr. Marcus Bourke) for his help and advice.
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